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EXT. DAY: FI ELD NEAR SUNSET

The canera noves erratically, |ooking for figures anongst
the nearly ripe crop. Eventually they come into frane. They
wal k away fromthe canmera, out of focus but eventually
comng into focus at the horizon.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Hey Cous’, wait up. Wiere are you
goin ?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
H . Ch, just up here. | just, uh..

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Mnd if |I tag al ong?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Vell, | sort of wanted to get away,
you know, to be al one.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Al one? Why? The party is just
getting started.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
| know but | ... | don't really
like the crowmds. | know this is al
to cel ebrate Grandpa Sam and hi s
journeys and so on, but | just
don’'t see the point of gathering
together like this.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
That’ s what we do. W grow, we
sway, we gat her.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Yeah, yeah, "The grain runs in our
veins", | know, | know ... But I
just don’t see the point.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
The point! The wheat farnmer used to
be one person, nowit’'s like, |
don’t know, lots of us.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Did you learn to count?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
You don’t need countin’ skills to
know a bunch is a |lot nore than
one.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Still, I think the old days would
have been cool. The | one nman on the
prairie, stoic, carrying the world
on hi s shoul ders.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
|’ ve heard all about the "old days
when the flattening was young and
all the farners were nmen".

W LLI AM OF WORDS
That’' s not what | neant.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
You don’t think | can do what you
do?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
| didn’t nean...

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
| know nore about seed and soil and
rain than anyone.

W LLI AM OF WORDS

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
... and the appliances. Do you know
what they do?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
no. ..

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
well | DO At |east some of them |
take them apart and put them
t oget her and sonetinmes | make them
do stuff that’s hard to inagine. So
what makes you think you are so
much better than ne?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
| don't. | don’'t want to be...
don't want to be a wheat farner.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
wh. . ? What !

W LLI AM OF WORDS
All ny life, it has been the only
option open to ne. But now that |I'm

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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W LLI AM OF WORDS (cont’ d)
in a barn filled with one hundred
and seventeen wheat farners... yes,
| can and did count them.. who
have cone together to renenber the
days gone by, the stories got ne
t hi nki ng.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Sounds to nme that you’' ve stopped
t hi nking. There is no job better
t han being a wheat farner.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
That’'s just it, being a wheat
farmer is not a job. It is just
theocratic servitude; alife
conmtted to the | abours outlined
in the great al manac, doing the
bi ddi ng of a goddess who has not
spoken to anyone since our great
great great grandfather Sam
establi shed the new order 200 years
ago. Now we continue to abide the
book and nenorize his story of
adventure, but never enbark on
adventures of our own.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
But the wheat farner never | eaves
the farm

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Now you sound |ike an old novie,
and by that | nmean the sort of
story that our ancestors used to
tell each other that would be told
the same way every tine, word for
word, w thout variation.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
W learn fromour stories. If |
tell the stories differently from
the way they were told to nme, and
those | tell change it again, then
soon all the knowl edge within it
will be |ost.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
But the stories are dead and we are
alive. So long as we adhere to the
exact and literal word of every
story passed down to us, we are

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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W LLI AM OF WORDS (cont’ d)
just as dead as the words and j ust
as much slaves to history as we are
to the | and.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
| am not a sl ave.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
You think you are not. | don’t
know, maybe you aren’t. But | think
that | amand therefore I am

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
|’ msorry. |Is there anything | can
do?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Can you fix ne |like you fixed the
farseei ng machine or the spinatron
gadget, or the autoword device?

Yes, |1’ve heard about you. They
call you the fixer, they say you're
touched ... by the goddess.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
| just like to tinker.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
That’s why they are scared of you.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
VWhat !

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Even before you canme here to ny
farm when your nane was mnentioned,
peopl e | ooked down at the dirt and
kick the gravel with their boots.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
They all say that what I’mdoing is
i nportant. They even gave ne my own
bar n.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Wth a | ock?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER

O course, in case soneone cones to
steal stuff.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLI AM OF WORDS
The poachers are no nore, they are
part of our blood, part of our
stories, but no |longer part of our
nat ur e.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
... still, there is always a chance
t hat
W LLI AM OF WORDS

Is the lock on the inside or the
out si de?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
The outside of course, to nake sure
t hat

W LLI AM OF WORDS
That you are | ocked in.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
No. |

W LLI AM OF WORDS

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
but

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Well, at least they et you out to
come here.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Did you say that this was YOUR
farn®

W LLI AM OF WORDS
That’ s what they keep telling ne.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
But, this is the original farm
isnt it? The one that Sam i ved
on, and brought the others to?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
[t'’s were all the bodies are
buri es.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER

(smal | | augh)
That sounds |i ke a joke.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLI AM OF WORDS
I f you can’t |augh about your dead
relatives, who can you | augh about ?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
But living here, where it all
began. That’s amazi ng. How coul d
you not be just... | don’'t know,
zonkered just to be living here?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Zonker ed?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
um yeah, zonker ed.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Do you know what that word neans?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Yea, ny dad uses it all the tine.
It means something like "I’mso in
love with the land that I’ m going
tolie dowmn on it right now and go
to sl eep".

W LLI AM OF WORDS
That’s what zonkered neans?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Yeah, well, | mght be
par aphr asi ng.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Par aphrasi ng one word into 217

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Who cares, it’s only a word.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
But words are cool. 1’d rather work
a netaphor than a crop.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
You' re weird.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
So are you.

both laugh a bit. Suddenly the frane is obliterated by a
flash of white light then returns to normal.

( CONTI NUED)
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KATHERI NE THE FI XER
VWhoa! I'! What was that!?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Don’t worry, they happen all the
time.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
The worl d di sappeared for a nonent.
| wasn’t here.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
| call it "All The Tinme". From what
| can figure, it cones fromus
gquestioning the nature of our
wor | d. Ever since the great earth
flatteners rained the blue gold
anvil s down upon us, we have |ived
in a wrld held together as nuch by
the weather as by the idea of the
weat her.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
G andpa Sam he used to travel to a
wor | d beyond ours; a world of
not hi ng.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Not not hi ng.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
No, you're right, not nothing. The
goddess was there. Al . The al manac.
But she was just a dream

W LLI AM OF WORDS
She was not just a dream She was
THE Dream She was an i dea.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Then are you trying to suggest that
there are two worlds, one that is
physical, the one we are standing
on now, and one that is conceptual,
that we could travel to through the
white, through the nothing rift?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
No, | think what is happening is
that we have always lived in both.
One foot in one..

( CONTI NUED)
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KATHERI NE THE FI XER
... and one foot in the other.
don't find this very conforting.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
But here you are, still on this
pat h.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
This isn't a path. W are in a
field of wheat.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Doesn’t it bother you that this
isn't even wheat ?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Every crop we farmis wheat. That
is where the nane cones from

W LLI AM OF WORDS
And yet it is not. That tool you
carry...?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
My restored tri-jabby.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Yea, it isn’t useful for anything
here. It just helps to visually
define your role.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
| could jab you with it.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
What |’ m saying is...

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
| could triple jab you.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
But you won't.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Il will if I have to. | can't |et
you | eave.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Get a grip.

( CONTI NUED)
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They wal k

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
On ny tool ?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
On your view of reality. Wre
al nost there.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
VWher e?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
| don’t know.

a bit further.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Things are starting to | ook
di fferent.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
| think so too.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
No one used to agree with nme when |
woul d say that. | once showed ny
dad a leaky fire bucket generator
and told himit |ooked different
and he said it | ooked the sane and
put it in a hole and started to
bury it.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
But that;s not the end of the
story.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
No. | went and dug it back up and
took it to the back of the barn
where |’ d been collecting the
bendi es and popkeys and began
bendi ng and poking it. | couldn’t
sleep or eat until the difference
could see inside of it was on the
out si de where everyone coul d see
it. In the norning, | could put
wheat in the top and fromthe
bottom cane the fire water.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
That nust have felt great.

( CONTI NUED)
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10.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
It did... for a few days, until
wanted to do it again. They stil
didn’t really believe ne that the
appl i ances, the things we’d been
burying for all of these years,
they are. ..

W LLI AM OF WORDS
...alive.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
Yes.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
and we are blind nost of the
time, to this and to ...

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
ever yt hi ng.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
And now here we are,at the edge of
t he worl d.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
How? Was this al ways here?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
You know t he answer.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
It is only here when we need to
find it.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Scary.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
That' s for sure.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Yup.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
VWhat do we do now?

W LLI AM OF WORDS
We coul d go back

KATHERI NE THE FI XER

We probably should. They' |l be
wai ting for us.

( CONTI NUED)
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They wal k
di st ance.

Fade out.

11.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
They can wait.

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
It is what they’ ve al ways been good
at .

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Then you think we should go back?

KATHERI NE THE FI XER
No, we should go on.

W LLI AM OF WORDS
Yeah, let’s go.

over the ridge and begin di sappearing into the
Screen goes white.



